PROPERTY HISTORY

WILSON REESE HART (1916—1997) WAS ATRUE SOUTH CAROLINA POLYMATH—

A CHEMIST BY TRADE, A MAGICIAN BY HEART, AND AN ECCENTRICINVENTOR WHO LEFT
AN INDELIBLE MARK ON PAWLEYS ISLAND. KNOWN LOCALLY AS A COLORFUL AND
BRILLIANT FIGURE, HE LIVED ON A NOTABLE STRETCH OF PROPERTY OFF HIGHWAY 17
WHERE HE FAMOUSLY HOSTED HALLOWEEN MAGIC SHOWS THAT BECAME A STAPLE OF
MID-CENTURY COMMUNITY LIFE. DESPITE HIS PENCHANT FORTHE THEATRICAL AND HIS
REPUTATION AS A "MAD SCIENTIST" OF SORTS, HART'S LEGACY WAS ANCHORED BY FIFTY
YEARS OF PROFOUND PROFESSIONAL AND CIVICSERVICETO HIS COMMUNITY, STATE, AND
NATION. HIS CONTRIBUTIONS WERE AS VARIED ASTHEY WERE SIGNIFICANT. A MAN OF TIRELESS
INTELLECT, HART DEVELOPED FORMULAS FOR 75 COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE PRODUCTS AND
HELD PRESTIGIOUS CERTIFICATES OF MERIT FROM BOTHTHE U.S. ARMY AND NASA.
FORTHREE DECADES, HE OPERATED A PRIVATE LAB IN COLUMBIA WHERE HE MENTORED
CHILDREN INTHE WONDERS OF SCIENCE, WHILE ALSO FINDING TIMETO ORGANIZE THE
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE EMPLOYEES CREDIT UNION AND HE LEAD SOUTH CAROLINA REGIONAL
BLOOD CENTER. HIS LEADERSHIP EXTENDED TO THE COAST ASWELL, WHERE HE SERVED
AS PRESIDENT OF THE GEORGETOWN COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND BECAME A
FOUNDING MEMBER OF THE PAWLEYS ISLAND MASONICLODGE NO. 409.

THESE ACHIEVEMENTS ULTIMATELY EARNED HIMTHE ORDER OF THE PALMETTO,
SOUTH CAROLINA'S HIGHEST CIVILIAN HONOR. BEHIND THE ACCOLADES AND THE
MAGICTRICKS WAS A MAN OF DEEP HUMILITY AND DEVOTION. HART SPENT HIS LIFE DOING
FOR OTHERS, OFTEN DOWNPLAYING THE SHEER SCALE OF HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS.
ATTHE CENTER OF HIS WORLD WAS HIS WIFE, ELVA"SIS" DRAKE, WHOM HE MARRIED IN 1943.
THEIR LIVES WERE SO DEEPLY INTERTWINED THAT WHEN SHE PASSED AWAY IN 1997,
HART FAMOUSLY REMARKED, “WHEN SIS DIED, | DIED:HE FOLLOWED HER LATER THAT
SAMEYEAR, LEAVING BEHIND A PROPERTY AND A NAME FOREVER WOVEN INTO
THE MYSTERIOUS AND BEAUTIFUL HISTORY OF PAWLEYS ISLAND.
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